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Drug offenders placed on such programs face strict levels of compliance while on their 
arduous road to recovery. Because many drug-addicted offenders placed in these pro-
grams turn to alcohol as a substitute, there is also strict monitoring of alcohol use. 
Because alcohol is legal, and testing is not done frequently enough to catch most drinking 
events, courts have turned to continuous alcohol-monitoring devices to enforce compli-
ance with treatment, such as SCRAM CAM. This is a bracelet-type, tamperproof device 
worn around the ankle that tests for alcohol use (detected through perspiration) every 
30 minutes, around the clock. The use of such devices attests to the level of commitment 
drug courts have to rehabilitating offenders while still holding them accountable for their 
behavior.

THE DRUG COURT PROCESS
The screening, assessment, and evaluation process for determining eligibility for a drug 
court treatment program varies from jurisdiction to jurisdiction; what follows is the 
typical process gleaned from examining the procedures of a number of different state 
programs. The goal of the process is to access offenders’ needs and resolve to change 
their lifestyles. The drug court processes, from arrest to final outcome (either graduation 
or termination and incarceration), are graphically shown in Figure 7.2 from the Albany, 
New York, drug court.

The first stage of the process is a referral to the drug court, which may come from almost 
anyone, but it typically comes from an offender’s attorney. Drug courts are usually man-
aged by a nonadversarial and multidisciplinary team, headed by a judge. With the receipt 
of the referral, the drug court team (typically a judge, prosecutor, probation officer, and 
treatment specialist, along with defense counsel) reviews the applicant’s criminal his-
tory and police reports relevant to the current offense and other pertinent information. 

Source: National Institute of Justice (2014).

FIGURE 7.1    �Location of Operational Drug Courts  
Across the United States in 2013
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